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HIGLEY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
INSTRUCTIONAL ALIGNMENT 

 

First Grade Quarter 3 

Reading Standards 
Students will:  • Sequence a series of events in a literary selection, heard or read. 

• Determine whether a literary selection, heard or read, is realistic or fantasy, fiction or non-fiction. 
• Read aloud with fluency in a manner that sounds like natural speech. 
• Identify and compare events, characters and conflicts in literary selections from a variety of cultures to their experiences. 
• Participate in a group response to a given piece of literature that connects: text to self (personal connection).   Text to world (social connection 
text to text (compare within multiple texts). 
• Identify the speaker or narrator in a literary selection. 
• Answer questions (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how) about expository text, heard or read. 
• Follow a set of written multi-step directions with picture cues to assist. 
• Interpret information from graphic features (e.g., charts, maps, diagrams, illustrations, tables, and timelines) of expository text. 
• Alphabetize a series of words to the first letter. 
• Recognize the distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., capitalization, ending punctuation). 
•Distinguish between initial, medial, and final sounds in single-syllable words. 
• Generate sounds from letter patterns, blend phonemes and also consonant blends and long- and short-vowel patterns (phonograms), to 
combine those sounds into recognizable words. 
• Consistently read grade-level text with at least 90 percent accuracy. Read aloud with fluency in a manner that sounds like natural speech. 
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1 RL  4 Identify words and phrases in stories or poems 
that suggest feelings or appeal to the senses. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Word: How it sounds, feels, smells, looks… 
Rain: Pitter-patter, splash, driving sleet-like rain, 
Hot: Scorched, blistering, Africa-hot, 

 
These can be single words, phrases, or the rhythm of the text that 
create a sensory experience (e.g., “the hot sidewalk scorched the 
bottoms of his feet”, “pitter-patter”). 

 

 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Literary 
Grade 1 Unit 4 
Read The Wizard of Oz by L. Frank Baum aloud to the class. As 
students meet each character in the text, guide them to think about 
the character’s feelings and how the author shows us how the 
character feels. Discuss how the author helps us use our senses to 
see, smell, feel, hear, and even taste while we are reading a book. As 
you read aloud, model the way you are drawn to use your senses. 
For example, in the second paragraph of chapter one, the author 
describes Kansas so that you can “see” the countryside clearly. Then 
he goes on to describe Aunt Em, Uncle Henry, Toto, and Dorothy, 
with a focus on their feelings. 

 

1 RL 10 With prompting and support, read prose and 
poetry of appropriate complexity for grade 1. 
(Q1 - Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Prose is a type of literature without a formal pattern of verse or 
meter (not poetry). Poetry may include structure, meter and rhyme. 
Teachers include a poem or prose for the week that is pertinent to 
the themes being studied. 
Students read poems associated with national holidays highlighted 
in Social Studies. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Class Activity/Literature 
Grade 1 Unit 3 
Tell the students that the Indian fable, “The Blind Men and the 
Elephant” is the original telling of a fable more commonly known as 
“Seven Blind Mice.” Read the original story by Karen Backstein first 
and then read Ed Young’s “Seven Blind Mice.” (Read aloud to 
students, or they may read on their own if they are able.)  As the two 
fables are added to the fable story chart, ask the students to explain 
how these two stories are the same and how they are different. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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1 RI 3 Describe the connections between two 
individuals, events, ideas, or pieces of 
information in a text. (Q2-Q3). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
• Structures for making connections in informational text 

include: cause and effect, compare and contrast, description, 
problem-solution, and chronological order. 

• Students place two historical events in chronological order on 
a timeline. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Informational 
Grade 1 Unit 6 
Choose two books about the same continent such as Australia 
by Madeleine Donaldson (Pull Ahead Books Continents) and Look 
What Came From Australia by Kevin Davis. Discuss how the books 
are similar because they are about the same continent. Show how 
they are also different because they are written by different authors 
and have different purposes. Then, read the books as a class. Make a 
chart with two columns, one for each book (e.g., Australia and Look 
What Came From Australia). Work together to make a list of what is 
learned in each book and then look for similar information in both 
books. Challenge the students to do this activity with two books, 
reading with a partner or reading one independently and having the 
teacher read the other aloud. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

1 RI 4 Ask and answer questions to help determine or 
clarify the meaning of words and phrases in a 
text. 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
Teachers model (think-aloud) how to identify and determine 
meanings of unknown words during shared reading of informational 
text: 
o Look at the illustration or graph. 
o Use background knowledge regarding the subject. 
o Look at the sentence before and after to help build meaning. 
o Use morphology, affixes, Greek & Latin roots to help arrive at 

meaning. 
Students use knowledge of word structure, context clues, and 

 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    picture clues to determine the meaning of an unknown word. 
Students keep word journals or records for easy reference. 
Students create vocabulary graphic organizers (e.g., Frayer-model, 4- 
square) that include non-linguistic representations. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Informational/Fluency 
Grade 1 Unit 5 
Have students choose one of the biographies they enjoyed reading. 
Have them practice reading the book until they can read it well (i.e., 
with phrasing and expression). As students read their biographies 
independently, look for opportunities to use context to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition and understanding, encouraging the 
children to reread as necessary. Take the books to a kindergarten 
class and have students read the books aloud to students there. 

 

1 RI 5 Know and use various text features ( e.g., 
headings, tables of contents, glossaries, 
electronic menus, icons) to locate key facts or 
information in a text) (Q3-Q4). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
• Teachers and students use focus or word walls to emphasize 

key terms. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Informative Writing/Revision 
Grade 1 Unit 2 
Give the students this prompt: “Write about your favorite animal. Be 
sure to include interesting facts about your animal and end with a 
solid closing." Allow your students to begin by working in teams to 
gather information. Using non-fictional texts, remind them to use 
the index or table of contents to locate more information about the 
animal. When they have some basic information, have them write 
the first draft. Ensure that adults are available to help with revision 
of the writing. Display the published writing with the Matisse-style 
artwork (see Art Connection/Explanatory Writing). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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1 RI 8 Identify the reasons an author gives to support 
points in a text. (Q3-Q4). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
The emphasis in this standard is how text is created with specific 
points or main ideas and it is supported by details or reasons. 
“Points in text” refers to main ideas and supporting details. 
Teachers state main idea and ask students for supporting details 
For example, use A Tree is a Plant by C. Bulla. After reading the book 
to the class, the teacher asks, “How do we know a tree is a plant?” 
Students list supporting details: grows from a seed, needs water, 
sunshine. 

 
For example, use A Picture Book of Martin Luther King, Jr. by David 
A. Adler. After reading the book to the class, the teacher asks, “Why 
do we remember Martin Luther King, Jr. as a great leader?” Students 
list supporting details: he won the Nobel Peace Prize; he worked for 
the rights and freedom of others. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading / Informational 
Grade 1 Unit 4 
Introduce an informative article such as “Wind Power” (National 
Geographic Young Explorer!). First, ask students to think about what 
wind causes and brainstorm with the children. Then, have the 
students read the article independently, with partners, or with the 
teacher to find out what the wind causes. 
Cause   Effect 
Wind “Whips up fun” (study illustration for specifics) 
Wind Kites fly 
Wind Pushes sailboats 
Wind Windmills spin, turning wind energy into electricity 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

1 RI 10 With prompting and support read 
informational texts appropriate complexity for 
grade 1. (Q1-Q4). 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
See Appendices A and B for Text Complexity 
The range of reading may include: biographies and autobiographies; 
books about history, social studies, science and the arts; technical 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    text, including directions, forms, and information displayed in 
graphs, charts, or maps; and digital sources on a range of topics. A 
wide range of reading will build background knowledge, vocabulary 
and concepts. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Reading/Informational 
Grade 1 Unit 5 
To help students make visual connections between events and 
people during the “early America” part of history, create a simple 
timeline and record events as you read books on this topic together 
or as students report back on what they read independently. 
Students should understand that although the informational texts 
are focused around different people or topics, it all happened at the 
same time in history. By extending the timeline to include historical 
figures, students begin to understand chronology. 

 

1 RF 2a Demonstrate understanding of spoken words, 
syllables, and sounds (phonemes). 
a. Distinguish long from short vowel sounds in 
spoken single-syllable words. (Q2- Q3) 

HUSD Explanations & Examples 
• Blend spoken phonemes with more than three sounds into 

one-syllable words, including consonant blends and digraphs 
(e.g., /f/i/n/d/ = find; /fl/a/t/ = flat). 

• Segment spoken phonemes contained in one-syllable words of 
two to five phoneme sounds into individual phoneme sounds 
(e.g., splat = /s/p/l/a/t/ using manipulatives to mark each 
phoneme). 

 

1 RF 3cdef 
g 

Know and apply grade-level phonics and word 
analysis skills in decoding words. 
(C) Know final -e and common vowel team 
conventions for representing long vowel 
sounds.    (Q3 and Q4) 
(D) Use knowledge that every syllable must 
have a vowel sound to determine the number 
of syllables in a printed word. (Q3 and Q4) 
(E) Decode two syllable words following basic 
patterns by breaking the words into syllables. 

Explanations & Examples coming soon.  
 
 
 

 
HUSD Support 

Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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   (Q2 and Q3) 
(F) Read words with inflectional endings. 
(Q2 - Q4) 
(G) Recognize and read grade-appropriate 
irregularly spelled words. (Q2, Q3, Q4). 

  

1 RF 4 Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to 
support comprehension. 
(a) Read on-level text with purpose and 
understanding. 
(b) Read on-level text orally with accuracy, 
appropriate rate, and expression on successive 
readings. 

(c) Use context to confirm or self-correct word 
recognition and understanding, rereading as 
necessary. (Q1-Q4) 

Source: ADE/ELA Committee 
Fluency is a bridge to comprehension and is the result of accurately 
decoding words automatically in order to retain the meaning of the 
text. It is achieved through multiple opportunities to practice. 
Students read grade-level material with appropriate rate (speed), 
accuracy (precision) and prosody (expression). Students should be 
exposed to reading different types of text with appropriate rhythm, 
pacing, intonation, and expression relevant to the text. 
Students record their words per minute and celebrate their 
improvement. 

 
Source: commoncore.org 
Language /Literary 
Grade 1 Unit 3 
To introduce the relationship between punctuation and reading 
expression, use the book Yo! Yes? by Chris Raschka. Show the 
students the cover of the book with its very simple title: Yo! Yes? Ask 
how someone would say those words? YO! YES? As you read the 
book with the students, have the boys read one page, and the girls 
the opposite page. As they focus on the illustrations and the way the 
author ends each sentence, they will know how to read the words, 
and a story will be created in their minds. Follow this reading with 
other books so that the children learn how important it is to read 
with the end punctuation in mind. 

 
Reading/Informational/Fluency 
Grade 1 Unit 6 
Have students choose one of the biographies they enjoyed reading. 
Let them practice reading the book until they can read it well (i.e., 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HUSD Support 
Materials & Resources 

http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://commoncore.org/maps/index.php/maps/grade_3_unit_3/
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
http://sharepoint.husd.org/sites/promethean/Shared%20Documents/Forms/normal.aspx?RootFolder=%2fsites%2fpromethean%2fShared%20Documents%2f1st%20Grade&amp;FolderCTID&amp;View=%7b66369F7D%2dFD74%2d42CD%2dAE40%2d1046EAED6B7A%7d
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    with phrasing and expression). As students read their biographies 
independently, look for opportunities to use context to confirm or 
self-correct word recognition and understanding, encouraging the 
children to reread as necessary. Take the books to a kindergarten 
class and have students read the books aloud to students there. 

 
HUSD Explanations & Examples 
Segment spoken phonemes contained in one-syllable words of two 
to five phoneme sounds into individual phoneme sounds (e.g., splat 
= /s/p/l/a/t/ using manipulatives to mark each phoneme). 

 

 


